KEYBOARD 


CAVALCADE 


So you want ta make music 
with your computer, and you 
know that the best way to do it 
is with a MIDI keyboard, Where 
do you go from there? Chris 
Jenkins checks out the com- 
petition and conducts a few 


exis syntnesises 


auditions. | Latest ana zanvest MIU) Koyo 
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keyboasts wie intenges to be an 
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‘The simpier chowe, men. 1s 1o BUY an al 
rene home keyanuid. tf yoo huve ary 120! 
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a ani 


Last 


for rhythms, —autoch 
and the demo tune: Wham! 
Christas’. Nice FM sounds. but a pity 
there's no MIDI IN. 


kyBD 32 miniature, F-C 
SOUNDS 25FM presets, Bnote 
ORUMS: 25—M 
FEATURES ABC, c 

SPEAKER watt 
mio QUT only 
PRICE £149.99 


DRUMS : 
dabble; FEATURES 

B 
SPEAKER tt 


Farfisa FK 58 ak 


(One of the mary Italian keyboare manufacturer, 
Famisa 00esrt quite seem 1g have got the hang 
Of the moder Keyoant business (but check out 
their TKBO, a later model reviewed below shat 
promises well fr the future), The MID) features of 
the FKSE only work on MIDI channel 1, and for 
some reason it includes an RS-22% port which 
appears lWldly USES. Conventions organ-iype 
sounds rath’ than FM 


| KYBD Fullsize, 61 notes C.C 
SODNES 6 preset analogue 8-nate 
DRUMS 8 
FEATURES SFC, Arpeggio, Trio 
SPEAKER aw 
‘MID: IN, OUT, RS-232 
PRICE 2249 


Viscount KB200 dete 


Notable tor its fulsized keyboard, the KB200 
produces some ful analogue sounds and exce 
ent preset and programmanie HUM mylhms I 
also features a very powestu speaker, but Dear in 
‘mina that rs mains poweres ony, 


kyo Fullsize, 1 notes C-C 
‘SOUNDS sO preset, 8-note 
ORUMS 12 PCM, plusprogrammable 
FEATURES Autobass SFC, Arpeggia etc 
SPEAKER, 
MDL 
PRICE 
Casio CZ-101 tok 


ticialy discontinued now, the CZ-101 is sti 
avaiao in many shop: and shoulda! be 
ignored. the frst Casio to be bases on Phase 
Disiorvor, a simgie’ version of Yamaha's Fre 
query Modulation the GZ-101 is capable of oe- 
ating Some excehwrt reansie and symesise4 
sounds, Mul tal over MIDI (plays Tour vor: 
23 mangphnonicaly atthe same time) the C2-101 
is fairy easy Ia prog. The big Dee! is thal 
there are very few on board sounds, ane extra 
RAM canribges are ridiculously expensive and 
hard to get Like the Yamaha DX-100. the CZ: 
101 has miniature Keys, and if you cant stand 
these you shoud lock ou for one of he larger CZ 


synths 
KYBD Miniature 49-note C-C 
SOUNDS PU, “8 prese, 1¢ proganmadie, 
more on RAM 
‘DRUMS NONE 
FEATURES (NONE 
‘SPEAKER NONE 
MID) INOUT, THRU 
PRICE (299 

Casio C2-23 JO OK 


‘A.corker, Using stunning preset sounds based on 
Casicis impressive Phase Distonion synines's 
the 220:© also features heavy POM samplo¢ 
rust pattexrs, and such protessional touches as 
2 pitch bend wheel portamente (glide benwaen 
notes, and full MIDI It's mutt-timbra’ over MIDI 
(seyivy up ta four ameran sounds at orice under 
‘eonird of a Sequencer) and there are also four 

rouge youll need a 


programmatse menries, 


4G Adare Conmuee Erienanmen 


software editing package 1 use them. Basically a 
preset version of the famous CZ-191, and dead 
biiant 


kyeo miniature, 43 6-C. 
SOUNDS (00 PD preset, 

4 programmaiie, 8 note 
ORUMS — 20PCM. presevprogrammabie 
FEATURES inythm chaining 
SPEAKER aw 
MIL IN. OUT, THRU (Muttiimbra 
PRICE £45 


Viscount KB210 ake 


‘One of mary Keyboards featunng eacn-yourses 
‘music’ facittes. The 210 accepts ROM cartridges 
vontairin presel tunes, LEDs above the Key 
board light up as the tunes play, waiting for you to 
MMe GM NOI Dero coMtnuiNg. Pro: 
grammanle PEM mytiams and fullsize keys ado 
to the 210's attractions for novices. 


Kye Fullsize, 61 note C-C. 
SOUNDS (0, Bote 
ORUMS 12 
FEATURES Autobase, SFC, 

memory arpeggig etc 
SPEAKER tow 
‘mint IN,OUT 
PRICE £345 


Casio CPS-101 toto 


Bet this one caught you out. Its a digta’ piano, 
the chespest around The CPS-101 is touch 
responsive, playing louder ar softer according fo 
how hare you fit the keys. Touch sensitive Key: 
boards are usually weigh 19 at much high price 
tags, £0 tis madd is worth lookrg at for that fea: 
ture alone; Its ten presets alo you to choose 
acoustic eleciric Hariky-tork and cin types of 
sounds ~ bul does it sound Ike a piano? Wel i's 


a fenth the price ot a concen grand 
kya Fullsize, 61 note C-C 
SOUNDS U preset, 8-note 
ORUMS NONE 
FEATURES Note sequence: 
SPEAKER SW 
Dt IN, OUT, THRU 
PRICE £349 


Using a much simpiiied version of PD synthesis 
the HT-709 hits @ nice eatence bemmeen preset 
and programmable, frame Keyboare and synthe. 
siser 

Features include RAM cards for extra voices 
nd a0ng stucaye 3 uigiia WaVEIOrmS, Ive LEU 


waveforms, programmable titer and ampli 
envelopes and selectable MID) channed!, Wort 
21g, a touch over-proed. Hohnes also ro 
duce this model, badgoD as the Hohner KS48 4 
Dut Set you back an extra £20, 


KYBO Miniature, 49-noteC-C. 
SOUNDS — Y0upr, 10 wr, editable, B-note 
oRUMS PCM 
FEATURES ‘SFC,Chordsequenos, 

‘viobass, harronisa ai: 
SPEAKER oxtw 
wot IN,OUT 
PRICE £349 


Casio HZ-600 iataial 


ting confused by all ese Casio's yet? 1 kn 
\am. This ong is bans new, anotne preset 
grammane nyona win simaifies PU ype sou 
Features incluse RAM cards for extra voices an 
song storage, 32 cig wavetorms, tive LF 
waverorms, programmable Wet and ampli 
envelopes and selectazis MIDI channel, We 
s00ing. ita touch over proea 


KyBD Fullsize, 61 notes C-C 
SOUNDS 2U upper, 10 awer variabye, B.nate 


DRUMS: NONE 
SPEAKER NONE 
wat INOUT. THRU 


PRICE $349 


casio 2 os 


CT-630 kk 


crunchy Keyboard, this one, with lots 
ryhthms clever gimmicks and MID! fad 


Some original sounds like Typhoon, an 
Plunk Extend along with the standawt J 
Organs and Manmbas: nice to hear moder ele 
ronic sounds along with the other drums, 10 
There are three AMID} noes which Spt 1 
board into diferent zones, but as it only Wansr 
on channel one, this isn't as USefU as it sou 

(One again there's a Hohner lockalike ~ [tl 
PK 100, 


Kye 
‘SOUNDS 
ORUMS 
FEATURES 


Fullsze, 61 noleC-C 


SPEAKER 
wo 
PRICE 


IN, OUT, THRU 


79 


Yamaha DX10 


Ar increuitae paukiage the OX 


FOI I 


Se symin is excel 


Jont value ane produces yreal sural, cui 


iow guitars, wicked passes, clangung planes] 


| 


de 
ah 


Zooming syrtte and bright strings, 

Fully rograrmatie, Your-cperator FM tect 
‘nlogh ~ Ike thal of the wods famous DX7, Dut 
{a8 down a litte ~ combines with protab iy, tul 
MODI spec ard a massive 192 preset sounds, 
widh cat be transferred to anc edited in the 2 
progranmabie memories 

Piich ber and modulation wheel, bre 
contro jack, LCD eciting dispiay, and a host of 
other fealures make this the choice of the dei 
Caled muse on a budget | you can't stand the 
Tran keys, check oul the DX27 » 61 tul-size Keys 
Dus an amos identical sper ~ bur £150 more! 


KYBD Miniature, 48 nates © 
SOUNDS 192 preset programmable 8-not 


ORUMS NONE 
FEATURES NONE 
SPEAKER NONE 
noi IN.ouT, THRU 
PRICE 439 


Casio HT-3000 HHHRK 


Use the othe in the HT senes, a good cross 
eween progrmmaniety anc presess Clean, tu 
Soungs using se Wavetorms, tive LEU wave 
foms and programmetie titer and ampl 
enieopes adjuster using a rotary dial, Lot 
‘ulo features. plus spitable MIDI inputs to cnve 
the melody chords base and rhytnms seperately 
Worth looking at if you wan} something with more 
‘avo features then the GZ-2a05 Agar, tne 
Hohner KSB! is almost identical, bul pricier 


kyED Fullsize. 61 note CG 
SOUNDS — 20 upr. 10lwr, more on RAM 

cards &-note 
DRUMS 20 PCM mare an RAM cards 


FEATURES SFO, auioharnonisetbass, etc. 


SPEAKER aN 

‘io IN, QUT, THRU 

PRICE 2425 
 EHIO5 ake 


Eke has only recent) broken away trom me 
igarrara) ene OF Ine marvel, ana ihe EHUD 
shows some promise forthe tulure, Good preset 
folses simitat iy Yamana’s FM, wit four pro 

lle Memones featuring parenenss fot 
timbre and pitch and filter 
envelopes A very good selection of severiaee 
POM crum sounds in th programmaie rhytvn 
‘secvon, and split MII channels. 


wep Fullsize, 61 notes G-C 
SOUNDS 15 preset 4 programmable 
note 

DRUMS FON, 16 presul & prograrnntatne 
FEATURES SFC, chord memory, 
solo chord ete 

SPEAKER 2aW 


Map out 
PRICE £450 


Yamaha PSR-5S0__xxkea* 


The cheapes: Yamaha MIDI home keyDoard is an 
Impressive beast, featuring excelion, FM voices 
and POM drums, MIDI implemertation includes 
selectable channel m/out, anc even synchronisa- 
tion by MIDI clock pulse to the drum section, 
which few home keyboards can boast, Not 100 
‘many extraneous tris. either, averal possi) the 
best home keyboard atthe price. 


KYBD Full-size. 49 keys C-C 
SOUNDS FM, 16 preset 
oRUMS EPC 
FEATURES SFC, autobaas memory 

SPEAKER 2x25 
MIDI INOUT 
PRICE. £478 


Viscount KB 5: atk 


Reali dgtaly, resyrmesisas samples frm 
‘basis for the KB 550's sounds, so it's more inter- 
ast 10 play than many home Keyboarcs. MIU 
Implemertation includes OMNI crs ana internat 


fr extemal clock contral o! the accompaniment 
features A good Keyooara then bul a litle 
exnensive, 


Yamal? 


«yen Full size.6t notes CC 


SOUNDS 10 preset @-nota 
oRUMS 12PCM 
FEATURES SFC, autochord, memoryetc 
SPEAKER 2x Sw 
wii IN.OUr 
PRICE £495 


Farfise TK! tk 


Lots of imeresting features here, The preset 
SOUNGS are digitally re-synihesised trom samples, 
and thete are 'soeca Sound in whic” 2 percus: 
sive ang SUStaINed jane are layered lout ee You 
can progiam your own PCM rhythms, and the 
(MIDI implemertaton inckises variable channels 
{or transee ana receive, ana soimaois sections. 
also responds to MIDI Program Chang 
Pointer intormation, which is urus 
out 


kyBD Full-size, 61 notes G-C 
SOUNDS 30 preset 
ORUMS 18POM 
FEATURES © Autochiosd mexnaryeurs 

aulosolo, Ino eke 
SPEAKER axaW 
mint INQUT 
PRICE £499 


music™ 


tok 


Alealistic Sample Wave Provessing gues good 
ffecis and you can layer two of them togainer to 
produce thicke” sounds, There are also manual 
day buttons for ne separate drum sounds, good 
MoI mplemertaion and excenentspeaKers, 


KYBD Full-size, 49-notes C-C 
SOUNDS 16 preset, 8:nole 
ORUMS 14PCM 
FEATURES ARC, harmony, 

enchanced accomoanimest! 
SPEAKER 245 
‘mio IN, OUT: 
PRICE $585 


Kawai MK-10 FOI 


The business, Based on Kawa’ Digital Wave 
Torn Synmesis, ine MX-1U/sounas great ana nas 
some awesome features; velocty response (nt 
harder and it plays ‘ouder), pic bend whee! 
heySple, Stereo myths, Tul MILA win omerert 
channels forthe bass, solo, poly, courte melody 
and drums, portamento, two massive speakers, 
nd you can wven pia tne arum sours from Ine 


Keyboard, A complete MIDI studio in one box 
Kye Full size, 61 nates C-C, 
Velocity sensitive 

SOUNDS 18 preset B-note 
oRUMS 16 PCM 
FEATURES SFC, memory dual, no,etc 
SPEAKER 2x 10W 
wot IN, OUT, THRU 
PRICE $595 


Viscount KB-86 eishafiehad 


iy re-syrihesised sampled sounds (wre 
again, but ts time you vars comb:ne wavetorms 
envelezes ana modulanans to produce 10,009 
compynations Very power accompaniment and 
sequencer options make the KE-880 an impres: 
sive ll expensive choice, 


kveo Fullsize. 61 notes C-C 
SOUNDS 10 preset, programmable 6-nole 


ORUMS 14 PCM 
FEATURES SFC, chordmemory, 

autoplay. sequence 
SPEAKER 2x8W 
Mio} INjouT 
PRICE $595 


Yarnaha PSR-60 to 


‘Simjar to the PSH-50, but features the Music Pro: 
rarnwner, a seque-ee whict allows you (u recor 
chord, Gass and solo tunes separately, ther play 
them back together wit the other accorparimes 
features, MILI clack syncnronisaion iy externas 
instumerts is supported.and you can playthe 
PCM drum sounds trom the Keyboad Plenty to 
(get your foeth into, 


KYBD Full-size, 61 keys O-C 
SOUNDS ‘6 vanable FM 
ORUMS 16PCM 
FEATURES: ABC, SCM duet, 
‘myn vary, 
SPEAKER 225 
Mio INQUT 
PRICE sou 
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suied MIDI musicians ot 1 
Princess Di, The panel axe ready to fea} 
those quenes rolling in NOW! 
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Aigents Denman Ses Lanaor 


Mony thanks t6 all of you who wrate in, Fru 
give other knowledgeatte readers a chance 


PANEL OF EXPERTS 


more Dut aon know where to turn? Can't gat your Dx 19 | 

falk to your Watanabe CSD-Liquidater? ACE prousiy p 
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for the very Next issue of ACE, so ge 


Jonn Robinson 


eae 


our Hein 


e (u tine we'll Oe ‘retiring’ Pane etemaees to 


gerve thelr turn, If you'd fike (o be consicered, 


drop Steve Cuvhe o fie wdressed lo: ACE MIDI PANEL, 4 Queen Street, BAIHLAT Tey. 


